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RTB WINS BEST RANGER 
 

The best of the best once again mustered at 

the Ranger Training Brigade to on 11 April 

to compete in the 30 Annual David E. 

Grange Jr. Best Ranger Competition.  The 

grueling 60 hour competition began 0600 

hours, 12 April with 49 teams from 

throughout the Army present.   

 

The field was trimmed to 24 after the first 

day competition and the 24 teams completed 

the competition on Sunday afternoon.  This 

was followed by the traditional “Super 

Supper” and an Awards Ceremony in which 

the competitors were awarded numerous 

items of kit from the many sponsors of the 

Best Ranger Competition.      

 

The events this year consisted of Foot 

Movement #1, an unknown distance buddy 

run and transitioned to an unknown distance 

foot march and Day Orienteering Course 

over varying terrain while wearing combat 

gear.  The Darby Queen Obstacle Course 

consisting of 26 obstacles over 2,000 meters 

of uneven terrain.  The Demolition Test 

testing the Rangers on various demolition 

charges.  A parachute insertion Spot Jump 

onto Fryar Drop Zone which was the start 

point for Foot Movement # 2, an unknown 

distance over a course of varying surfaces 

and terrain while carrying 80 pounds of 

equipment..  Night Stakes testing the 

Rangers skills on multiple tasks to include 

equipment assembly, and mystery events.  

Day Stakes once again testing the Rangers 

skill on multiple tasks to include 

mountaineering, communications, hand 

grenades, medical proficiency, 

marksmanship, and mystery events.  A  

FRIES Insertion/Cargo Pull in which the 

Rangers inserted using the Fast Rope 

Insertion Extraction System (FRIES), then 

conduct equipment assembly.  The Ranger 

Urban Obstacle Course where the Rangers 

executed obstacles simulating those often 

encountered in an urban environment.  A 

Buddy Run/ Malvesti Obstacle Course 

consisting of a five mile run and then the 

Rangers conducted the Malvesty Obstacle 

Course.  Night Orienteering where the 

Rangers conducted cross-country 

orienteering where they were required to 

find the proscribed amount of points within 

the time limit.  Night Stakes where the 

Rangers were again tested on multiple tasks 

to include equipment assembly, and mystery 

events. Canoe/Swim where the Rangers 

constructed a poncho raft and executed a 

swim with the poncho raft for time.  The 

Water Confidence Test where Rangers 

negotiated the log-walk-rope-drop obstacle 

and climbed a 75 foot tower with suspension 

traverse and pulley mechanism.  And the 

Final Buddy Run where the Rangers ran 4 

miles to the finish line carrying FLC and 

M4. 

 

When the grueling competition was 

complete, SFC Raymond Santiago and SFC 

Timothy Brigs of the Ranger Training 

Brigade were the winning Buddy Team and 

declared the 2013 “Best Rangers!”  

Finishing second was SFC John Gendron 

and SFC Joshua Horsager from the 75
th
 

Ranger Regiment.  Third place was also 

claimed by the 75
th

 with the team of SFC 

Samuel Lentz and SSG Christopher 

Brousard. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE 

PRESIDENT 
 

I just returned home to snow in Colorado 

after the most satisfying 2 weeks that I have 

spent in a long time. Worldwide Army 

Rangers hit on all 8 cylinders and are now 

recognized as the "Cool Kids" at RTB and 

4/RTB. Gerry Klein has stepped up to take 

the Executive Secretary Post so you can read 

about the outpouring of support from all 

corners of the WAR community. My chest is 

bursting with pride. It is a great time to be a 

Ranger. RLTW! V/R Bob 

 

 

10 RANGERS INDUCTED AS 

DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS 

OF THE RANGER 

TRAINING BRIGADE  
 

On 9 April, RGR Robert F. Gilbert, RGR 

Thomas Bragg, and RGR Howard (Max) 

Mullen of WAR plus seven additional 

Rangers were inducted as  

DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS OF THE 

BRIGADE in a ceremony conducted at the 

Ranger Hall of Fame.  Three Food Service 

personnel were inducted as Honorary 

Members of the Brigade.  CSM(R) Doug 

Greeenway, a Distinguished Member of the 

Brigade was the Guest speaker.  

 

SFC(R) James F. Burton; COL John W. 

King II; SGM(R) Carl W. Littlejohn; SFC 

(R) Richard Scott; CSM(R) Dennis L. 

Smith; SFC(R) Marcus D. Smith and 

CW3(R) James W. Wiehe were also  

 

inducted as Distinguished Members of the 

Brigade while Ms Maxine Barnum; Ms 

Ruby Horton; and Ms Bobbie Starr Worley 

were inducted as Honorary Members of the 

Brigade.  Ms Barnum has served Rangers in 

the Camp Rogers Dining Facility for the 

past 26 years serving more than 252 Ranger 

Classes.  Ms Horton has more than 18 years 

of service at the Camp Rogers Dining 

Facility and has welcomed more than 43,000 

Rangers to the Dining Facility, greeting 

more than 175 Ranger Classes. Ms Worley 

has served Rangers for more than 26 years 

in the Camp Merrill Dining Facility.  She 

began her service on 24 August 1986 and 

has served approximately 63,000 Ranger 

Students. 
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WAR SUPPORTS 4
th

 RTB 

FAMILY READINESS 

GROUP 
 

On Saturday, 13 April The members of 

WAR, with generous sponsorship from 

Schuster Enterprise; Lowe’s home 

Improvement Center; RGR Bob Gilbert; 

RGR Thomas Bragg; and RGR Ed Erb; 

cooked burgers and hot dogs for the 4
th
 

Battalion Family Readiness Group.  Their 

efforts enabled the FRG to raise more than 

$2,500.00 for the Family Readiness Group. 

 

 
RGR O’Neal supervises the set-up 

 
Last photo op before LD Time 

 

 
RGR Ed Erb manning the grill 

 

 

 
Photo op with LTG(R) Grange 
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148 Rangers Graduate Class 

04-13 
 

The newest 148 Rangers proudly were 

awarded their Ranger Tab at Victory Pond 

on 5 April.  CSM Earl Rice, US Army 

Installation Management Command was the 

guest speaker.  More than 450 students 

began Class 04-13.  Only 48 Rangers of the 

class graduated without being recycled. 

The Officer Leadership Award recipient was 

RGR (CPT) Ryan Harth.  RGR (SFC) 

Charles Rising was the Enlisted Leadership 

Award recipient.  Both Rangers received a 

Certificate of Achievement from WAR. 

 

 
RGR Bob Dawes congratulates Leadership 

Award Winners.  RGR Rising (L) and RGR 

Harth (R) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WAR Sponsors SANDLOT 

ASSASSINS Baseball Team 
 

The “Sandlot Assassins” an age 7 and under 

travelling baseball team from Phenix City 

and Smiths Station, Alabama is proudly 

sponsored by WAR.    The team is 

comprised of Ranger children and will 

participate in tournaments in La Grange, 

GA., Auburn, AL.; Macon, GA., Orange 

Beach, AL., and other locations yet to be 

announced. 

 

 
The Sandlot Assassins banner proudly 

displayed at the La Grange tournament. 

 

The Assassins met with defeat in their 

opening tournament, losing three games by 

the scores of 11 – 3; 14 – 2; and 15 – 4.  

After an After Action Review with their 

coaches the team will work to improve their 

defense and teamwork.       
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GATHERING OF 

WARRIORS  

 

In conjunction with C Rangers /Echo LRPS 

from Viet Nam and the Airborne Rangers of 

the Korean War Association, WAR is 

hosting a reunion the week of 22 -27 July in 

Columbus, Georgia.  The “Gathering of 

Warriors” is held concurrently with the 75
th

 

Ranger Regiment Change of Command and 

the Ranger Rendezvous.  Highlights of the 

week are the Distinguished Member of the 

Regiment ceremony; the Ranger Hall of 

Fame Inductions; The Ranger Regiment 

Change of Command; and a Banquet to 

Honor the service of our Korean War 

Rangers.  Additionally there is a four man 

best ball golf scramble at Bull Creek Golf 

Course.  Simply gather your foursome and 

play your round of golf at your convenience.  

Prizes will be awarded at the banquet.  RGR 

Thomas Bragg has the details for the golf 

scramble.  See the annex attached to the 

FRAG Order for details on the “Gathering 

of Warriors.” 

 

CAL ROLL INS HONORED 

AS WAR “AIRBORNE MAN 

OF THE YEAR”  
 

The Airborne Awards, always an 

outstanding event, had special meaning for 

RGR Cal Rollins and the members of 

Worldwide Army Rangers on 6 April as our 

long time webmaster was recognized as our 

“AIRBORNE MAN OF THE YEAR”  at the 

annual Airborne Awards banquet in Atlanta,  

 

 

Georgia.  RRG Rollins received his award 

with family, friends, Rangers and 

paratroopers in attendance.  Congratulations 

and well done Cal! 

 

RANGER HALL OF FAME  
 

Sixteen Rangers are selected for induction to 

the Ranger Hall of Fame.   The following 

members of WAR are selected for induction 

into the Ranger Hall of Fame this year.  

RGR Robert (Bob) Gilbert; RGR Thomas 

Bragg; and RGR Howard (Max) Mullen! 
 

Rangers being inducted this year are 

      SGM Matthew Barrena  

      MSG Thomas Bragg 

      LTC James Dabney  

      CSM Robert Gilbert  

      CSM Doug Greenway 

      SGM Patrick Hurley  

      CSM Joe Mattison  

      CSM Andrew McFowler  

      SFC Vincent Melillo  

      MSG Howard Mullen  

      GEN Peter Schoomaker  

      CSM William Smith      

      LTC Fredrick Spaulding    

      LTG Gary Speer 

      MAJ Carleton Vencill  

      CSM Charles Williams 

 

Please join us at the Gathering of Warriors 

to honor our fellow Rangers as they are 

inducted into the Ranger Hall of Fame. 
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SUPPORTING 4
TH

 

BATTALION  

 

On 16 April, RGRs Bill Block, James 

Montie, Gary O’Neal, Vince Mellilo, Paul 

Longrear, Gerry Klein, Pete Becerra, and 

Joe Gagnon participated in a Leader 

Professional Development/Battle Study 

seminar with 4
th
 Battalion held in the 

Heritage Room of the National Infantry 

Museum.  The purpose of the seminar was 

to link the modern day Ranger Instructors of 

4
th
 Battalion with the historical context of 

Ranger combat of past generations. 

 

RGR Mellilo, Merrill’s Mauraders and the 

Korean War Rangers; RGR Montie and 

RGR Gagnon, Korean Rangers; RGR 

O’Neal, RGR Block, RGR Longrear, and 

RGR Bacerra, Viet Nam Rangers and RGR 

Klein, the Modern era Ranger Battalions 

bridging Viet Nam to the Global War on 

Terror.  Each Ranger spoke of their 

experience in combat and how Ranger 

Training influenced their career.   

 

 

JUNIOR’S BULLET PEN 

 

Junior’s Bullet Pen is awarded to the Ranger 

Class Honor Graduate. 

 

Junior’s Bullet Pen Company is dedicated to 

one of our fallen heroes, SSG Chris Falkel, 

the son of Jeff Falkel.  SSG Chris Falkel was 

a warrior and a hero.  He was a Weapon’s 

Sergeant for 3d Special Forces Group 

(Airborne) on Operational Detachment 

Alpha (ODA) 316.  Chris was affectionately  

 

called “Junior” by his teammates.   

 

Between 7 - 9 August 2005 Chris and his 

Special Forces Team were involved in a 54 

hour battle “that will live in the annals of 

Special Forces history.”  On the evening of 

8 August 2005, Chris paid the ultimate 

sacrifice and died saving the lives of his 

team and 16 members of the Afghan 

National Army that were assigned to his 

beloved ODA 316.  For his bravery he was 

awarded the Silver Star. 
 

Junior’s Bullet Pen  
 

Jeff Falkel generously provides Junior’s 

Bullet Pen for WAR to the Ranger Class 

Honor Graduate in memory of his son 

Chris!”  
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CHAPTER 2, COLORADO  

 

On the morning of 20 April 2013, RGR Bob 

Dawes got a call from Jeff Falkel of Junior 

Bullet Pens. The Furniture Row NASCAR 

team has been doing good things for 

Veterans and Jeff awarded them some of the 

same pens he gives us to award to Ranger 

School Honor Graduates.  

 

Furniture Row NASCAR invited Jeff Falkel 

to tour their facility here in Denver Colorado 

and RGR Dawes was privileged to attend 

with Jeff l.  Turns out Ranger Andy Morgan, 

our guide, is a 2/75 Veteran having served 

there from 91-94 and graduated class 7-92. 

Another member of the NASCAR Team is, 

Cowboy, the son of a Vietnam Vet who 

sends packages to troops and Art who's Dad 

is a retired SGM from 25th Infantry 

Division. We hope to do some great thing 

with these guys and Jeff. Thank you, 

brother. 

 

 
RGR DAWES – NASCAR WANNABEE 

 

 

 

 
Jeff and RGR Andy Morgan 

 
Cowboy at a workbench 

 
RGR DAWES AND RGR MORGAN
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NEW MEMBERS  

 

We proudly welcome the following members to WAR: 

 

RGR Lawrence (Lance) Hoffman (Life) 

RGR Bill Morgan (Annual) 

RGR Ruben Espinoza (Annual) 

RGR Ralph Borja (Annual) 

RGR George Ponder (Annual) 

RGR Bob Swartwood (Annual) 

RGR Darryl Benton (Annual) 

RGR Joe Armstrong (Annual) 

RGR Steve Murphy (Life Member) 

 

: The following members have renewed their Annual Membership: 

 

RGR Max Haney 

RGR Art HiLL 

 

 

 

FINAL MA NIFEST CALL  
 

With heavy hearts we bid farewell to our brothers in arms as they have gone to a “Higher Calling!”  Rest in 

Peace. 

 

RGR James Burton (13 Feb 2013) 

RGR Johnson
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GATHERING OF WARRIORS 

 
1. Dates: 22 – 27 July in conjunction with the 75

th
 Ranger Regiment RANGER 

RENDEZVOUS and Change of Command. 

 
2.  Lodging:  Wingate by Wyndham  

                  1711 Rollins Way 

                  Columbus, GA 
                  Phone:  706-225-1000 

Tell them you are with the Korea, Viet Nam and WAR Rangers.  ($80.00 + 

tax per night) 
 

3. Events/Activities: 

a. Distinguished Member of the Regiment Inductions – 23 July 
b. Ranger Hall of Fame Induction – 24 July 

c. 75
th
 Ranger Regiment Change of Command – 25  July 

d. Memorial – Charlie Company Ceremony 26 July, 1000 hrs 
e. Banquet honoring the 60

th
 Anniversary of the Korean Rangers 26 July 

(1700  – 2100) 
 

4. Registration Fee:  $150 per person or $275 per couple.  Price includes – 

Registration (admin) & Hospitality Suite; Banquet (menu Southern buffet) 
Ranger “Red” and Ranger “White” wine w/distinctive label and an etched 

glassware souvenir.  Commemorative T-shirt; and Bus Transportation to and 

from events throughout the week.   
 

5. Gen(R) Jack Singlaub is the Guest Speaker for the banquet. 
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6. Four man best ball golf tournament – Gather your foursome Play any day, 
Monday through Friday at Bull Creek Golf Course.  Turn in your score card to 

Ranger Thomas Bragg.  Prizes to be awarded at the banquet. 

 
7. Indicate on registration form if you will be using the bus transportation 

(recommended) and the size T-shirt required. 

 

2013 Ranger Hall of Fame Inductees:   

a.      SGM Matthew Barrena  

b.      MSG Thomas Bragg 

c.      LTC James Dabney  

d.      CSM Robert Gilbert  

e.      CSM Doug Greenway 

f.       SGM Patrick Hurley  

g.      CSM Joe Mattison  

h.      CSM Andrew McFowler 

i.       MSG Vincent Melillo  

j.       MSG Howard Mullen  

k.      GEN Peter Schoomaker  

l.       CSM William Smith      

m.     LTC Fredrick Spaulding    

n.      LTG Gary Speer 

o.      MAJ  Carleton Vencill  

p.      CSM Charles Williams 

 

8.  Distinguished Member of the Regiment to be announced.    
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REGISTRATION FORM 

  
NAME  
T-SHIRT SIZE (circle) (XS) (S) (M) (L) (XL) (XXL) (XXXL) 
GUEST’S NAME  
T-SHIRT SIZE (circle) (XS) (S) (M) (L) (XL) (XXL) (XXXL) 
GUEST’S NAME (If more than one)  
T-SHIRT SIZE (circle) (XS) (S) (M) (L) (XL) (XXL) (XXXL) 
GUEST’S NAME (If more than one)  
T-SHIRT SIZE (circle) (XS) (S) (M) (L) (XL) (XXL) (XXXL) 
PURCHASE ADDITIONAL T-SHIRT ($15.00/shirt) Number _____   Size ______ 
UTILIZING BUS (circle) (YES)              (NO) 
CHECK/MONEY ORDER (circle) ($150)         ($275.00)            

  

  
 

We are unable to accept credit card payment.  To insure time to order and make the T-Shirts, please mail 

registration form and check/money order to arrive NLT 15 June 2013 to: 

 

Ranger Pete Bacerra 

Treasurer 

7164 Paprika Lane 

Columbus. GA 31909-2607                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


